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Monthly Newsletter 

OUR VISION:  To be a multi-generational, multi-cultural community church following Jesus 

April 2023 

OUR MISSION: To reach the lost for Jesus Christ - Reaching our one, as God works through us 

 One of our dear members, Mary Keller, is preparing to move to Missouri, to be near her  
family.  It is right, even important, that we remember and recognize not only her many years of 
ministry here at Ross Community Reformed Church but also her positive testimony as a true 
follower of Jesus.  It is clear that the Lord’s hand of blessing has been upon Mary, and she, in 
turn, has blessed us with her genuine faith, her care for others, her friendly smile, and her  
ability to speak and write encouraging words. 
 
 Mary and her husband Herb already lived near 41st and Whitcomb when Ross Reformed 
Church built its new church building here in 1953.  When their children were young it became 
clear that this was the church for their growing family.  They became members in 1959. Both 
Mary and Herb sang in the church choir.  Herb, for many years taught the 4th grade Sunday 
School class, and Mary took a leadership role in teaching the scriptures, beginning with a six 
year “Experiencing God” course.  Mary also helped lead the women’s circle and often could be 
found serving in the kitchen.  Her love for the Lord was and still is infectious.   
 
 Mary grew up in Gary, surrounded by the strong Christian influence of the Presbyterian 
Church her parents helped found and the impact of mission minded friends at the Methodist 
Church.  She has told me (and I share it with her permission) how one day she looked up in 
the sky, after a mission focused Bible study, knowing that she wanted to serve the Lord and 
give her heart to Him.  A key scripture for her faith has long been Acts 3:19-20 – “Repent 
therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus.” 
 
 So Mary, we say “thank you.”  We give thanks to God for calling you to this church for over 
65 years.  And we thank you for being faithful and sharing your faith with us, as well as many 
who have gone before us.  As Psalm 121 promises, may “the LORD keep your going out and 
your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.” 
 
 
                                                                                   Pastor Tom 
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APRIL PRAYERS & PRAISES 

 

 
Great news! Judy Swets’ cousin Lynn says her infection is clearing up. Thank God! 
Praise God Melanie Platt’s kidney stone broke up and she is doing much better. 
Praise God Jennifer Piunti is doing very well. 
Pray for Carolyn Lohman’s sister, Cindy Adams, at this time of adjustment in being alone. 
Please pray for Norma Lawmore-Cindy Lovall’s sister-in-law. She has inoperable cancer and 
is in hospice. 
Please keep in prayer Nicolas Hernandez, a student at Calumet High School who is at Mayo 
Clinic waiting for a heart transplant. 
Please pray for Rev. Ken Westrate who has bladder cancer and will be undergoing surgery. 
Please pray for healing from lung and liver cancer for J.C., a friend of Judy Wright. 
Please continue to pray for Kathy Oord, as she recovers from surgery and begins radiation 
treatments...and Pastor Oord for strength. 
Continue to pray for Linda Edge’s daughter, Laurie Mann for upcoming tests & procedures. 
We want to pray for Linda Edge’s mother, Susan Paradine (former member) who is going 
through health issues. 
Please keep in prayer Marilyn Niles, Peggy Gardenhire, John Rattray, Maleeta Yonker, Sheila 
Henry, Wilma Eriks, Carla Verhagen, Bob Best, Andrea Diehl, Seth Lenker. 
Pray for our young people and all they go through. Please pray for those contemplating sui-
cide. Pray that they get the help they need. 

 
The family of Sam Oostman, a former member of Ross, invites you to Sam’s “Celebration of 
Life” service at Beacon Light Church on Saturday, April 15th at 11 a.m. 

 
We will be having cake for Mary Keller on Sunday, April 23 after the service. She will be 
moving to Missouri to live with her son Larry & daughter-in-law Laurie. 

 
We want to congratulate Charles Eastman who has been promoted to Staff Sargent E-6 ! 

 
“Psalm 56:3:  Whenever I’m afraid I will trust in you.” 

 

 

 

 
 

Nursing Home:   
Gretna Szymanski, 
Grace Tatalovich  

Home Bound:        
Pauline Brehmer,      
Wilma Eriks,     
Mary Keller,            
Bea Nelson 

 

 

 

 
 

Please remember these Servicemen: 

   Lt. Colonel Scott Diehl, Air Force 

   SSG. Charles Eastman, Army 

   Sgt. Alex Zimnawoda, Air Force 
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APRIL PRAYERS & PRAISES 

We received this letter from Rev. Oord:  

To our dear friends at Ross Community,  

We want to take this opportunity to update you on our cancer journey. We have been over-
whelmed by the care and  concern you continue to show us. We would like to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to you for the prayers, cards,  and tokens of kindness offered on our behalf.  

Kathy finished her chemotherapy treatments on February 24. She had a MRI & PET scan at 
the beginning of March.  It appears the chemo did what it was supposed to do and the tumors 
have shrunk. (Praise God!) Kathy is scheduled for double mastectomy surgery on Wednesday, 
March 29. This will be followed by 4-6 weeks of radiation.  We covet your continued love & 
prayers as we go through the coming days. We eagerly anticipate the day when we can  wor-
ship with you again in person. We continue to be held fast by our sovereign Heavenly Father 
and rely on His strength to carry us through. Great is His faithfulness!  

He will hold us fast,  

 

Rev. Wybren & Kathy Oord  

 
March 2023 
 
Dear Ross Reformed Church, 
 
  Isak had no desire to change.  He drank, chewed Khat (a stimulant  
drug) and hadn’t been to church in years, his life seemed fine to him. 
  As Isak walked one afternoon, he heard a recording of a man speaking in his language.  
He was immediately drawn to the words.  He saw a group of people who were gathered to 
listen.  He stopped to listen with the crowd.  His attention and those around him  
were all on the words coming from a Talking Bible.  When the group stopped the Talking 
Bible, they asked questions about what they had heard and discussed the  verses.  Then they 
turned to Isak and asked if he wanted to join their group.  They explained that they regularly 
gather to hear the Talking Bible.  “I do not know why, but I wanted to join the listening 
group when they asked me to listen with them.”  Isak  explained. 
  Isak joined the group and continued to hear God’s Word and discuss what they had heard.  
After a short time, he started to change.  He stopped drinking and chewing khat.  He  
previously had no desire for church or to stop drinking, and now he says, “These Words 
were making me want this.  I still do not know why.  When I heard that those people who 
believe in Jesus, those who believe in His name will be saved,  I became happy.” 
  Now Isak’s wife and five children attend church.  “We sing songs about Jesus together 
every day.  Every day I was rejoicing and hearing this Talking Bible… I am not able to 
read and this is my chance.”  Isak is so thankful for the two Talking Bibles in his village.  
He only asks for more people to have the same life-changing  experience as he did.  “We  
only lack more Talking Bibles so that everyone can hear it.  We have only two in our village.  
We are sharing, and  some  people cannot hear it often.  “They want more opportunities to 
access God’s Word and to share it with others! 
  Thank you for providing Talking Bibles to those who cannot read! 
 
  Because they need to hear,      Mark S. Hoekstra 
                            President, Talking Bibles International 
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April 2 

 9:30 AM Worship      

   Pastor Tom Archer   

   Palm Sunday  

April 6 
   Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 PM 

April  7 

   Good Friday—Online service only 

April 9 
    9:30 AM Worship 

    Pastor Tom Archer 

    Easter Sunday 
     

April 16 
  9:30 AM  Worship 

   Pastor Tom Archer 

   Benevolent Fund Offering  

April 23 
   9:30 AM Worship  

  Pastor Tom  Archer  

  Mary Keller Farewell & Cake 

April 30   

   9:30 AM Worship 

   Pastor Tom Archer   

 

YOUR 2022 DEACONS AND ELDERS 

Zone 1:  John Rattray (D)   Dean Schramm (E) 

Zone 2: Cindy Lovall (D)   Keith Eriks (E) 

Zone 3:  John Reiser (D)    Keith Best (E) 

Zone 4: Nikole Eriks (D)         Dan Diehl (E) 

Zone 5: Angel Hernandez (D)     Jonathan Evans (E) 

Zone 6: Michelle Cavell (D)     Carolyn Lohman (E) 

CONSISTORY MEETING for Elders and Deacons is 

Monday,  April 17th at 6:30 P.M.   

 

Those who would like to request baptism, become a 

member or make profession of faith in Christ are  

invited to meet with the Elders.  Please call the  

church office at 219-980-0200 if you plan to attend. 

 

                ********************* 

Office Hours 

Georgette will be in the Office  

Mon, Tues. Wed. & Fri. 9-12. 
BIRTHDAYS 

April 2  Caroyln Lohman 
April 5  Janet Best 

April 5  Jessie Rattray 
April 5  Lori Sitter 

April 5  Georgette Taylor 
April 10  Betsy Archer 
April 13  Judy Swets 

April 14  Jim Koedyker 
April 14  L. V. McCoy 
April 19  Marilyn Niles 

April  20 Ardy Best 
April 24 Millie Schramm 
April 28 Rob Elizondo 

April 28 Jon Evans 

 

REMINDERS 

Here’s the menu for upcoming meals: 
(subject to change—will be noted on Facebook) 
 
   

April 5 —  Spring Break—NO MEAL  NO AWANA 
 
April 12—  Baseball Night—Hot Dogs 
 
April 19—  Beef & Noodles 
 
April 26—   Sloppy Joes 
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Game Show Night 2023 
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April 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9:30AM 

Worship 
Rev. Tom Archer 

 
PALM  SUNDAY 

3 4 
Crochet Group 

1:30-3:30 
 

BSF—online 

5 

NO MEAL 

 

NO AWANA 

6 

Food Pantry 

11:30-12:00 
 

Maundy Thursday 

Service 7PM 

7 
Good Friday 

On line  

service 

8 

9 
9:30 AM 

Worship 
Rev. Tom Archer 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

10 11 

Crochet Group 

1:30-3:30 
 

BSF-online 

 

12 

Meal 5:50 

AWANA 
6:30 

13 

Food Pantry 

11:30-12:00 

14 15 

16 

9:30AM 

Worship 
Rev. Tom Archer 

 

Benevolent Fund 

17 
Consistory 

6:30 

18 

Crochet Group 

1:30-3:30 
 

BSF-online 

19 
Meal 5:50 

AWANA 
6:30 

20 

Food Pantry 

11:30-12:00 

21 22 

23 
9:30  AM 

Worship 
Rev. Tom Archer 

 

Farewell & Cake 

Mary Keller  

 

 

24 25 

Crochet Group 

1:30-3:30 
 

BSF-online 

26 

Meal 5:50 

AWANA 
6:30 

27 

Food Pantry 

11:30-12:00 

28 29 

30 

9:30AM 

Worship 
Rev. Tom Archer 

      


